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Laval students excel at
regional science fair

Mike Gohen

Five Laval students will proceed to the 2015
Super Expo-sciences Hydro-Québec Provincial
Finals April 16 to 19 in Gatineau. They were
among 15 finalists chosen by judges at the re-
cent Hydro-Québec Montreal Regional Science
and Technology Fair at Concordia University.

At the Hydro-Québec Montreal Regional
Science and Technology Fair, prizes valued at
nearly $50,000 were awarded in recognition of
outstanding achievements by the up-and-com-
ing generation of scientists in the region. For
the occasion, Concordia played host to more
than 215 exhibitors from throughout the re-
gion. Overall, budding scientists presented 150
competing projects to more than 8,000 visi-
tors. The event was organized by the Educa-
tional Alliance for Science and Technology
(EAST), in co-operation with key personnel
from Concordia.

Winners from Gatineau will go on to the
Canada-wide competition in Fredericton, New
Brunswick May 9 to 16. EAST has been se-
lected by Youth Science Canada to act as hosts
of the Canada Wide Science Festival May 14 to
21, 2016, which will attract the country’s top
500 young scientists selected from the almost
500,000 science fair participants across
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Canada. They will showcase their projects and
compete for close to $1 million in cash, prizes
and scholarships at McGill University. The Re-
gional Science Fair returns to Concordia for
the next two years.

Wilfred Mason from Laurier Senior High
School went all the way to the International
Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF) in Los
Angeles last year. His 2015 project, called
H.E.R.O,, resulted in the Action TI Award, the
Concordia University Award for Outstanding
Achievement in Electrical and Computer En-
gineering, the Dawson College Science Award,
Highest Distinction, the Intel Excellence in
Computer Science Award, ISEF Participation
Award, a Silver Medal (Intermediate) and the
Yale Science and Engineering Association
Award.

“H.E.R.O. presents a novel approach towards
assisting the visually impaired,” Wilfred ex-
plained to me. “The novelty of the approach
lays in coupling such a setup with a voice acti-
vated, smartphone application that utilizes
cloud based mapping software and geographic
data localization to convey directions to the
user through the systematic application of vi-
brations from a smartphone device. One vibra-
tion to turn right, two to turn left and a long
beep to reroute. H.E.R.O. adapts to highly
complex environments, and plans a safe route

See COHEN, page 14
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Laval charts 20-year course

Capital influx sets record pace

By Robert Frank
The Suburban

Laval has come of age. On Monday,
the mayor unveiled its roadmap — a
strategic plan that he dubbed Laval
2035 — designed to navigate the city
smoothly through the two tumul-
tuous decades ahead.

Laval is booming, attracting hordes
of new businesses and residents. That

is fast turning the former suburban
backwater into a budding metropolis
in its own right.

Its burgeoning population will,
within a decade or so, surpass Quebec
City as the province’s second most-
populous city. Laval’s rapidly shifting
demographics have also enriched it, to
the point that it is already much more
cosmopolitan than the capital.

That wave of change can be like rid-

ing a bucking bronco, so one of Marc
Demers’ first acts as mayor was to call
for a plan that would outline how
Laval should deal with what lies before
it.

“Our vision, [entitled] Urban by Na-
ture, will serve as the compass that will
guide Laval’s future development,”’
Mayor Demers said in a statement,
April 13. “It’s a city that’s prepared to
rise to the challenge that urbanization

MY BABY'S A STAR

by Calvin R. & Jackie Mathews

will pose.”

City manager Serge Lamon-
tagne summed up the vision as a
means to balance urban develop-
ment with nature and the needs of
Laval residents.

The bottom line, the city hopes,
will be to make Laval even more
attractive than it already is, to an
even broader range of prospective
residents, tourists, investors and
key influencers.

Laval has long been successful
at attracting more than $1 billion
a year in new capital investment.
That pace appears to be accelerat-
ing.

Nearly $800 million in new in-
vestment has already been an-
nounced during the first quarter
of 2015. It remains to be seen
whether capital inflows can sus-
tain that torrid pace, as it would
imply an influx of well over $3 bil-

lion this year. Even were the city
to fall far short of that mark, Laval
is well on its way toward a record
windfall for 2015.

As this week’s edition of The
Suburban went to press, the city
was preparing to make an English
version of its strategic plan avail-
able to the public via its
website: www.reponsonslaval.ca.

“Tt was the biggest public con-
sultation that Laval has ever un-
dertaken,” executive committee
vice-chairman David De Cotis
told The Suburban in an inter-
view. “We consulted nearly 3,300
Laval residents, as well as civil ser-
vants and other stakeholders
throughout 2014. We made quite
a few revisions, together with the
executive and members of the
mayor’s office, to polish the report
before finally sharing it with the
public.”™
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government can exert a choke-
hold on where it is possible to do
so.

Vimont MNA Jean Rousselle,
who also attended the April 9
news conference, told 7he Subur-
ban last year that he supported
free choice.

Under the Liberal government,
he said, “no one can be refused
service in the hospital of their
choice and patients can make
their own choice.”

Rousselle added that that while
he lives in Laval, he himself has
for many years has been cared for
by an anglophone general practi-
tioner who works out of the city
of Montreal.

“When you develop a relation-

ship with your doctor or your
hospital who understands your
case history and your needs, it
would be foolish to make people
lose that privilege,” he said at the
time.

Restricting access to residents
in the 450 area code means that
the superhospital would also see
an influx of English speaking pa-
tients, creating more demand for
health care service in English,
which they are entitled to by law.

Rousselle promised that Cité de
la santé would continue to im-
prove its services to English-
speakers.

“Patients deserve to be treated
in the language of their choice
since we live in a bilingual coun-
try,” he said. “We can achieve
more English service at the hos-
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through changing environments
by allowing the user to explore ob-
ject position in an obstacle-clut-
tered relative environment and
navigate via a geographical user
interface.”

Thomas Ribeiro from Laurier
Senior High School and his proj-
ect Super-Dam won the Concor-
dia  University Faculty of
Engineering and Computer Sci-
ence Innovation Scholarship.
Fondation ALCOA, Highest Dis-
tinction, Intel Science and Engi-
neering Fair (ISEF) Participation
Award, Laval University Partici-
pant Prize and the McGill Univer-
sity — Geography Award.

Anastasia Katsolis from Laval
Liberty High School and her proj-
ect Miracle Versus Entity won the
Concordia University — PER-
FORM Centre Award in Preventa-
tive Health Sciences, the
Concordia University Expo-sci-
ences Tuition Entrance Award,
Highest Distinction and a Silver
Medal (Senior).

pital.”®

Mahsa Ghazi from Laval Liberty
High School and her project
Preterm Labor: New Hope won
Highest Distinction and the
McGill University Biology Award.
Her twin sister Marjan from the
same school and her project Lim-
itations of Beta-Blockers won the
Concordia University Science Col-
lege Award and Highest Distinc-
tion.

Have you got something to
share? E-mail mcohen@thesub-
urban.com or call 514-484-9203,
ext. 307. Follow me on Twitter
@mikecohencsl and at
http://blog.thesuburban.com



