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Unit OverviewUnit OverviewUnit OverviewUnit Overview

This unit helps children understand the value of being an active and selective media
consumer—making appropriate choices about what to read, watch, and listen to.

Students learn that people of different ages and backgrounds interpret media messages
differently. Even though we may watch the same program, we don’t make the same
meanings of what we see and hear. We interpret messages differently based on our
backgrounds and life experiences.

They discover how to use the TV ratings and reviews to select films and TV shows.
Students learn about the value of TV ratings in deciding what kinds of programs are
appropriate for them.

Children write their own TV or film reviews, sharing their responses to a new show, and
interviewing parents and family members to find out their opinions.

This unit provides an opportunity to explore Character Education concepts, including
respect, responsibility, and fairness.

The “essential questions” of this unit are:

• Why do people of different ages see different things when they watch the
same program?

• What is the TV ratings system and why are shows given ratings?

• Why should people be selective and active in
making choices about what to watch, see, and read?

• How can you use a TV guide to make informed
choices?

• What are the elements of a film or TV review?
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Learn how different people interpret media messages differently because of their age and
experience. Rate different TV programs using the TV ratings system, learn to use a TV guide grid,
and write a review of a TV show or film.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

5.1 Conduct an Interview
Talk with a partner about his or her emotions while viewing a video clip about sharks.

5.2 Rate the TV Programs
Read the log lines and decide what kind of rating each show should have.

5.3 Q & A on the TV Ratings
Learn about the TV ratings system in this critical reading activity.

5.4 Create a Slogan
Create a slogan for a print ad or public service announcement about the TV ratings system.

5.5 Can You Read the Grid?
Use this TV guide to check your ability to read a grid.

5.6 Fix It Up!
Edit a student’s TV review for grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

PRODUCTION ACTIVITY

Write a TV Review
Write a review of a TV show or film, including the opinions of different family members,
teachers, or classmates.
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CONNECTIONS TO MARYLAND STATE CONTENT STANDARDS

The Assignment: Media Literacy curriculum has been designed to align with
Maryland State Content Standards. Many of the activities and lessons are modeled
upon the structure and format used in the MSPAP tests for language arts and social
studies.

For each unit, the Grade 3 standards are listed first for each subject area, followed
by the Grade 5 standards. The numbers at the end of each line refer to specific
instructional goals identified in the Maryland Content Standards.

Use the chart below to identify the specific instructional objectives developed in
each unit of the program.

ELEMENTARY LANGUAGE ARTS
Grade 3 Content Standards
1.3.5 Comprehension and Interpretation of Informational Text (all)
3.3.1 Organization and Focus (all)
3.3.3 Revision and Evaluation of Writing (all)
3.3.6 Informational Writing (all)
3.3.7 Persuasive Writing (all)
4.3.1 Acquisition and Application of New Vocabulary (all)
4.3.2 Comprehension and Application of Standard English Language Conventions (all)
6.3.1 Organization and Delivery Strategies (all)

ELEMENTARY SOCIAL STUDIES
Grade 3 Content Standards
8.3.1 Explain the importance of individual and group participation in school and community

improvement.

ELEMENTARY LANGUAGE ARTS
Grade 5 Content Standards
1.5.1 Concepts of Print and Structural Features of Text (#1)
1.5.5 Comprehension and Interpretation of Informational Text (all)
3.5.1 Organization and Focus (all)
3.5.3 Revision and Evaluation of Writing (all)
3.5.6 Informational Writing (all)
3.5.7 Persuasive Writing (all)
4.5.1 Acquisition and Application of New Vocabulary (all)
4.5.2 Comprehension and Application of Standard English Language Conventions (all)
6.5.1 Organization and Delivery Strategies (all)
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ELEMENTARY SOCIAL STUDIES
Grade 5 Content Standards
8.5.1 Explain the rights and responsibilities of being a citizen of the United States.

ELEMENTARY MUSIC
Content Standards
Outcome IV Aesthetic Criticism: Expectation A, Indicator 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.
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UNIT 5  |   ACTIVITY 5.1  |   CONDUCT AN INTERVIEWCONDUCT AN INTERVIEWCONDUCT AN INTERVIEWCONDUCT AN INTERVIEW

This activity helps students to understand that different

viewers interpret a media message differently, depending

on their age, background, and life experience. Students

discover that even when people see the same program,

they may interpret the message differently.

Background and Rationale
With all the choices of media messages available on television, in
bookstores and libraries, in video rental stores, and in the cinemas,
children need to understand that not all media messages are designed
for everyone.

By age 8 or 9, children are increasingly interested in watching programs
that are targeted to adult viewers. This creates new challenges for
families, who find it difficult to monitor their children’s choices as
easily as in the pre-school or early elementary years.

First, children see interviews with people who have seen a video
segment about sharks. After watching this, children make predictions
about what they think the shark video will contain. Second, the children
see the shark video and describe their reactions and interpretations.

Getting Started
Introduce the video by explaining that people interpret media messages
differently. Ask children to watch the video and notice the similarities
and the differences in the way people of different ages respond to
seeing the exact same TV show about sharks.

Show the video. After viewing, pass out Activity Sheet 5.1 (A) and ask
children to answer the questions on the first half of the page. Children
may need assistance in reflecting on their expectations.



E - 110

You can explain that expectations are the knowledge and feelings you
get about what something is going to be like before you have the actual
experience itself. Listening to other people talk about a TV show or film
they have seen gives us expectations—we create a mental image of
what the film or TV show might be like.

The message we want children to understand is that learning to be
aware of your expectations about media messages is a part of
becoming a critical viewer.

When children have completed these questions, discuss the answers.
It’s important to help children notice the different responses to the
video—based on the age, gender, and life experiences of the people
who viewed the videotape.

Some children will expect that the film is violent or scary because of
the descriptions provided by people in the interviews. Preview the shark
video yourself to determine its appropriateness for your students.

Watching the Shark Video
Show this video segment and ask children to pay attention to the
different feelings they experience while viewing. You might encourage
them to write down some different feeling words as they watch: excited,
nervous, happy, tense.

Use Activity Sheet 5.1 (B) after viewing the shark video. You may prefer
to use these questions for large group discussion, or as an in-class
writing activity. Encourage children to respect the various kinds of
responses that children have about what they have seen.

Answers:
Review the True-False questions. These are designed to help children
discover that our feelings and emotions can affect how well we
remember.

T One of the divers was in a cage.
F There were three sharks in the scene.
F There was blood in the water.
T The diver was attacked by the shark—students may say False:

the diver provoked the shark.
F Both divers are wearing protective clothing.
F The gun can be fired many times.

The main point of this activity is to help children recognize and value
that everyone interprets a media message based on their experience,
age, and personality. Some of our interpretations are shared, while other
interpretations are unique.
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CONDUCT AN INTERVIEW

Instructions: Answer these questions after viewing the interviews but before
you see the shark video.

AFTER VIEWING THE INTERVIEWS
1.  What do you think the video about the shark will show? Write down

what you think the video will be about based on what people said in the
video.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

2.  What were some differences and similarities in the way people on the
videotape talked about sharks?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

3.  Write down three things that the older children and adults talked about
that the younger children did not.

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Name ____________________________ Class __________ Date __________
UNIT 5  |  ACTIVITY 5.1 (A)
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AFTER VIEWING THE SHARK VIDEO

Instructions: Answer these questions after viewing the shark video.

1.  What feelings or emotions did you experience while viewing?

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

2.  TRUE/FALSE QUESTIONS

Circle the right answer.

T F One of the divers was in a cage.

T F There were three sharks in the scene.

T F There was blood in the water.

T F The diver was attacked by the shark.

T F Both divers are wearing protective clothing.

T F The gun can be fired many times.

3.  Have you experienced something in your own life that reminded you of
this video or have you seen something on TV or film that reminded you
of this video? Describe it on the back on this page.

Name ____________________________ Class __________ Date ___________
UNIT 5  |  ACTIVITY 5.1 (B)
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UNIT 5  |  ACTIVITY 5.2  |   RATE THE TV PROGRAMS

This activity explores the TV ratings system, helping

children to identify the different ratings used on television

programs by using criteria to rate the content of different

programs.

Getting Started
Children appreciate the opportunity to talk about the film and TV
ratings systems. Begin this activity by asking children about why films
we see at the movies are given ratings—like G, PG, PG-13, and R.

After listening to their responses, ask children why TV shows are rated,
with labels like TVY, TVPG, TV14. Children may have noticed the labels
or they may not have noticed them.

After listening to their responses, pass out the Activity Sheet 5.2 (A)
and ask children to read the descriptions. You may select children to
read aloud the various paragraphs or ask children to read silently.

To test comprehension, see if children can give an example of a TV show
with a particular rating. Ask, “What’s an example of a TV show that’s
rated TVY?”

Rate the TV Shows
Give children Activity Sheet 5.2 (B) and read the instructions aloud.
Children will enjoy playing the role of TV producers. Encourage them to
work independently to give each of the programs a rating. If they are
not sure, invite them to reflect on their expectations about this
program, based on other experiences they have had with media.

Students will give different ratings to these listings. As you listen to
their ideas, be sure to ask children to provide reasons for their
responses. You may find some interesting patterns in the responses
given by children.
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RATE THE TV PROGRAMS

TVY All Children
These programs can be animated or live-action. Programs with this rating
are specifically designed for children from ages 2 to 6. These programs are
not expected to frighten younger children.

TVY7 Directed to Older Children
These programs are more appropriate for children who are able to
distinguish between make-believe and reality. Shows with this rating may
include mild fantasy violence or comedy violence. Some scenes may frighten
children under the age of 7. For those programs where fantasy violence may
be more intense or show more fighting, such programs will get a special
rating of TVY7-FV.

TVG General Audience
This rating means the program is not designed specifically for children, but
the content is appropriate for all ages. Shows with these ratings contain
little or no violence, no strong language, and little or no sexual dialogue or
situations.

TVPG Parental Guidance Suggested
These programs contain material that parents may find unsuitable. Parents
may want to watch it with their children. Programs with this rating may
contain one or more of the following: moderate violence (V), some sexual
situations (S), coarse language (L), or some suggestive dialogue (D).

TV14 Parents Strongly Cautioned
This program contains some material that many parents would find
unsuitable for children under 14 years of age. Parents are strongly urged to
exercise greater care in monitoring programs with this rating and are
cautioned against letting children under the age of 14 watch alone. These
programs contain one or more of the following: intense violence (V),
intense sexual situations (S), strong coarse language (L), or intensely
suggestive dialogue (D).

Name ______________________________ Class ___________ Date ___________
UNIT 5  |  ACTIVITY 5.2 (A)
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RATE THE TV PROGRAMS

Instructions: You have been asked to provide ratings for the following new
TV shows. Unfortunately, you are under deadline pressure and can’t watch
each of the episodes. Your assistant forgot to include the names of the TV
shows, too. Read the program descriptions below and use the ratings
worksheet to select the most appropriate rating from the five choices shown
above. Circle the letter ratings if needed.

1.  Boy genius moves from the fourth grade up to high school where he
becomes friends with the dim guys in his class and gets attention from
teen girls. Wednesday 8 p.m.

Rating: _________     FV     V       S      L      D   (circle as many as apply)

2.  Cissy has no date for a big dance, but Uncle Bill gets a surprise when he
asks a movie-star friend to be her escort. Saturday 10 a.m.

Rating: _________     FV     V       S      L      D   (circle as many as apply)

3.  Von Goosewing enlists the aid of a re-animated Duckula ancestor in
changing a fuse so he can bring his creature to life. Monday–Friday 4
p.m.

Rating: _________     FV     V       S      L      D   (circle as many as apply)

4.  Twins discover an evil secret when they find Grandpa’s old army uniform.
Thursday 4 p.m.

Rating: _________     FV     V       S      L      D   (circle as many as apply)

5.  The case of a woman who fell to her death wearing only a slip leads the
detectives to her psychiatrist, a television anchorman, and the dead
woman's father. Saturday 8 p.m.

Rating: _________     FV     V       S      L      D   (circle as many as apply)

Name ____________________________ Class __________ Date ___________
UNIT 5  |  ACTIVITY 5.2 (B)
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UNIT 5  |   ACTIVITY 5.3  |   Q & A ON THE TV RATINGSQ & A ON THE TV RATINGSQ & A ON THE TV RATINGSQ & A ON THE TV RATINGS

This activity provides a critical reading activity to help

children understand the TV ratings.

Getting Started
This activity is ideal as a read-aloud and discussion activity. Pass out
copies of Activity Sheet 5.3. You might read the questions and select
students to read the different answers. Then, as a group, discuss the
answers to the questions on the bottom of the page.

Questions and Answers:
1. New Starblasters might get a TVY7-FV rating because of the

levels of “action-packed tension,” which features a “Quantum
21 ray gun.”

2. Students will provide different answers. Remind students that
more than 1,500 programs are aired on broadcast and cable
television every day—and the number is growing.

Making the Math Connection
Students may enjoy the math activity calculating how many people
would be needed to watch TV if an independent group of people rated
shows. If people watched TV shows for eight hours a day, how many
people would be needed each day? (1,500 hours of TV per day/8 hour
work day = 187.5 people needed each day to rate TV shows.)
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Q & A ON THE TV RATINGS

How do the ratings work with the V-chip?
The V-Chip technology built into a new TV set “reads” the rating for a
particular TV program. Once parents decide which TV ratings are
inappropriate for their children, they can use the V-Chip to block out
programs with those ratings.

Can the V-chip restrict an entire channel?
It depends on the TV model you have. If your TV has this feature, your
parents can program the TV to block a particular channel permanently until
they decide to change the setting.

Who decides how a program is rated?
The TV industry is responsible for rating its own programming. This means
that the producer who creates the program or the network that broadcasts
it decides what the rating will be.

What kinds of violent content may appear in a program with an FV
rating?
A TVY7-FV rating indicates a program that may contain some or all of the
following characteristics: violence as an important feature of the program;
fighting presented in an exciting—even thrilling—way; villains and
superheroes valued for their combat abilities; violent acts glorified;
violence shown to be acceptable and effective solution to a problem.

Questions:
1.  The New Starblasters show features action-packed tension between

Growler and his arch-enemy, the evil insectasoid Malthion, who uses his
Quantum 21 ray gun to destroy the starships created by Growler’s
friends. What rating will this show get? Why?

2.  Who should decide how a program is rated: the producers of the show,
the government, or an independent group of people? Explain your
opinion.

Name ______________________________ Class ___________ Date ___________
UNIT 5  |  ACTIVITY 5.3
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UNIT 5  |   ACTIVITY 5.4  |   CREATE A SLOGANCREATE A SLOGANCREATE A SLOGANCREATE A SLOGAN

This activity provides a collaborative learning
opportunity for children to design an ad campaign for
the TV ratings system.

Getting Started
This is an ideal collaborative learning activity. First, assemble children
into work teams. This activity is effective in bringing children with
different learning styles together.

Invite children to be an advertising agency, and make yourself the head
of the company. You might want to give your advertising agency a
creative name!

You’ve been given the account from the Federal Communications
Commission to develop eight to ten ideas for a new thirty-second public
service ad campaign to help people understand the TV ratings system.

Explain the meaning of a public service announcement (PSA). PSAs are
TV commercials, or print ads, that are selling a message designed to
promote good health or lifestyle behavior. Children will have seen a
number of anti-drug and anti-tobacco ads—these are PSAs.

Write this goal on chart paper or the blackboard:

Our Goal: to help people become aware of the value of the TV ratings
system in making good choices about what to watch.

Pass out copies of Activity Sheet 5.4. Invite children to brainstorm
answers to the questions on the activity sheet. Ask your teams of three
to five children to work together to think about the following elements:

Target audience: Who should hear and see this message?

• children our age

• parents

• grandparents

• older brothers and sisters

•  younger children

•  others?
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It’s best if children generate their own ideas for a target audience. Help
children understand that the message they design will be different
depending on which audience they select. It’s better to pick just one
group.

What do we want them to know? Students will need to generate
different ideas, then evaluate their effectiveness, and select one or two
to emphasize in their production.

• what the ratings symbols mean

• how to use the ratings in selecting a show

• why children should look at the ratings

• why parents should look at the ratings

• others
It’s best if children generate their own ideas for an informative
message.

What do we want them to feel? The most effective PSAs activate a
strong feeling. Students may want to reflect on some of the feelings
from the list below:

• fear

• pride

• competition

• happiness
It’s best if children generate their own ideas for an emotional message.

What do we want them to do? Students should identify a specific
action that is desired. Some examples include:

• pay attention to the TV ratings

• use the ratings in selecting shows

• notice the ratings in a TV guide
It’s best if children generate their own ideas for a behavioral message.

Five Slogan Ideas. Explain that a slogan is a short phrase that is easy
for people to understand and remember. It’s best to leave students some
time to generate these ideas. Sometimes the best ideas come from the
playfulness that occurs between and among children in small groups.
You’ll want to monitor students’ work and highlight phrases and ideas
that are on task. Sometimes a deadline helps students generate ideas
faster, too!

Extension
Share the slogan ideas with the large group. For homework, ask children
to design a print poster using the slogan they like best.
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CREATE A SLOGAN

Instructions: “Be all you can be.” “Reach out and touch someone.” “Just do
it.” Working in an advertising agency, you’ve been asked to develop a slogan
to help people remember to use the TV ratings system in deciding what
programs to watch.

Our Goal: to help people become aware of the value of the TV ratings
system in making good choices about what to watch.

In a team, answer the questions below before you begin to develop your
ideas for the print ad or public service announcement (PSA). Make sure that
your slogans are short phrases (usually seven words or less) that help
people remember your message.

Target Audience: _______________________________________________

What do we want them to know? __________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

What do we want them to feel? ___________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

What do we want them to do? ____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Five Slogan Ideas Put a *** next to your favorite!

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Name ______________________________ Class ___________ Date ___________
UNIT 5  |  ACTIVITY 5.4
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UNIT 5  |   ACTIVITY 5.5  |   CAN YOU READ THE GRID?CAN YOU READ THE GRID?CAN YOU READ THE GRID?CAN YOU READ THE GRID?

This activity tests children’s reading and data

interpretation skills by encouraging students to use

the TV guide grid to locate information.

Getting Started
Show the video, which describes how to use the TV guide and
provides an overview of the steps needed to translate the guide.
You should use the TV grid and questions provided.

Pass out the TV questions found on Activity Sheet 5.5 (A) and
the sample TV guide on Activity Sheet 5.5 (B). You may want to
use this activity for individual seatwork or ask students to work
in small groups to complete this activity.

Answers:
1.) 10 pm, AMC
2.) 8 pm
3.) PAX
4.) TVPG
5.) A Night at the Roxbury
6.) The Crossing, 8 pm, A & E
7.) Avalanche: The Hidden Danger, 9 pm, DISCOVERY CHANNEL
8.) 3
9.) 5

Extension
Ask children to take a current TV guide and develop some
questions for that day’s programming. When students use a TV
guide for the current day, you may find that they use their
knowledge at home!
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CAN YOU READ THE GRID?

Using the January 10, 2000 “TV Tonight” grid, answer the following
questions.

1.  What time can you see the movie Save the Tiger with Jack Lemmon?
What channel is it on?   
TIME: ___________  CHANNEL: __________

2.  What time is Who Wants to Be a Millionnaire showing? __________

3.  On what network can you see Touched by an Angel? ____________

4.  What is the rating of Moesha?  _________

5.  Write the name of the movies that are reviewed as “poor” using the star
method of reviewing.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

6.  What is the name of the TV show about General George Washington and
the Revolutionary War?

_____________________________________________________________

TIME: ___________  CHANNEL: __________

7.  If you wanted to learn about avalanches, what is the name of the show
you could watch?

_____________________________________________________________

TIME: ___________  CHANNEL: __________

8.  How many movies showing at 8 p.m. are rated PG? _______

9.  How many movies showing at 8 p.m. are rated R? ________

Name ___________________________ Class ___________ Date ___________
UNIT 5  |  ACTIVITY 5.5 (A)
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UNIT 5  |   ACTIVITY 5.6  |   FIX IT UP!FIX IT UP!FIX IT UP!FIX IT UP!

Students practice their editing skills using a sample of

student writing, with emphasis on identification of

spelling errors.

Getting Started
This student writing provides a sample writing for the Production
Activity for this unit.

This activity is designed to be used for individual student seatwork or as
a homework activity. Encourage students to work independently.

Corrections:
Here is a corrected version of the essay:

The show I reviewed is Futurama. It airs on Sunday
nights on FOX at 8 p.m. This show is about a guy who
lives in the 24th century. He has a girlfriend with one
eye. In the episode I watched, one of the lobster
characters was having a nervous breakdown. They had
to bring him to his home planet. When he got there,
they learned that his insanity was for a biological
reason, because it was lobster mating season. Their
lobster friend was left without a mate. In the end, they
returned back to planet Earth.

The show is different from The Simpsons. In Futurama,
the group is not a family. Futurama is set in the future
and The Simpsons is set in the present. Both shows are
making fun of other TV shows, like Star Trek. This
episode steals a famous section of a story from Star
Trek.

My Dad watched the episode, too. He liked it. He said,
“The whole show is about poking fun at a Star Trek
episode. It was tasteless in parts, but funny.” My Mom
said, “Futurama is goofy—it’s not nearly as good as The
Simpsons.” My sister said, “I liked Leela the best—she’s
smart and funny.”



E - 126

FIX IT UP!

Instructions: Fix the student’s essay to correct the spelling errors. Can you
find all fifteen errors?

Futurama
A TV Review by Roger

The show I reviewd is Futurama. It airs on Sunnday nights on FOX at 8

p.m. This show is about a guy who lives in the 24th century. He has a

girlfrend with one eye. In the episode I watched, one of the lobster

caracters was haveing a nervous brakedown. They had to bring him to his

home plante. When he got there, they learned that his insanity was for a

biological reeson, becuz it was lobster mating season. Their lobster friend

was left without a mate. In the end, they returnd back to planet Earth.

The show is different from The Simpsons. In Futurama, the group is not

a family. Futurama is set in the future and The Simpsons is set in the

present. Both shows are makeing funn of other TV shows, like Star Trak

This episode steals a famous section of a story from Star Trek.

My Dad watchd the episode, too. He liked it. He said “The whole show is

about poking fun at a Star Trek episode. It was tasteless in parts, but

funny.” My Mom said, “Futurama is goofy—it’s not nearly as good as The

Simpson.” My sister said, “I liked Leela the best—she’s smart and funny.”

Name ___________________________ Class ___________ Date ___________
UNIT 5  |  ACTIVITY 5.6 (A)
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WRITE A TV REVIEW

Dear Family:

As part of our Assignment: Media Literacy curriculum, your child will be writing a
TV review of a show he or she has never seen before. This assignment is an ideal
opportunity for a family viewing experience.

In addition, this activity gives your child the opportunity to learn more about
your opinions about TV programs. You can help strengthen your child’s
interviewing, note-taking, and writing skills.

Write a review of a TV show or film and include the opinions
of different family members, teachers, or classmates.

How You Can Help
You can help your child to complete this activity by using a TV guide to help
your child select an appropriate show. Please work with your child to select a TV
show that is appropriate for family viewing, at a time when you can watch
together. Use the TV ratings to help you select a program. Write down the name
of the show you’ll watch together in the space below.

Name of Show Selected: _____________________________________________

Time: _________________

Channel: ______________

Signature: ________________________________________________________

Watching Together
This activity provides a shared viewing experience and a chance for you to talk
with your child about his or her opinion about a particular TV show. You can
share your opinions about the show. Your child should make notes to include at
least two sentences about your opinion of the characters, the plot, the setting,
or any other aspect of the show you’d like to comment on.

Have your child use the back of this page to make notes. Ask your child to write
down one or two of your opinions about the show you watched together.
Encourage all your family members to participate—the more opinions your child
gathers about the show, the better it is for him or her!

Name ___________________________ Class ___________ Date ___________
UNIT 5  |  ACTIVITY 5.6 (B)
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Write a review of a TV show or film, including the 
opinions of different family members, teachers, 
or classmates.

Getting Started
Send home the family letter, found on Activity Sheet 5.6 (B), to
introduce this activity to parents.

Explain to children that they will be writing a TV review. They will
include their own ideas about the show and interview at least one other
family member who watched the same show.

Review the Checklist
Use the Production Activity checklist to introduce the activity to
children. Encourage students to select a show they have never seen
before that has an appropriate rating. You might ask for examples of
shows to review. Children can often suggest a little-known show that
others will be interested in viewing.

Evaluation
Provide the Evaluation Rubric so that students can see how this
assignment will be evaluated. You might want students to evaluate each
other’s work using this evaluation sheet or you might want to use this
as an evaluation tool yourself.

Publishing Student Work on www.AssignmentMediaLit.com
See the Resources section on page 151 to learn how you or your
students can send completed film or TV reviews to be published on the
Assignment: Media Literacy website.

UNIT 5UNIT 5UNIT 5UNIT 5

WRITE A TV REVIEWWRITE A TV REVIEWWRITE A TV REVIEWWRITE A TV REVIEW



E - 129

ASSIGNMENT: Pick a TV show or movie using the TV Guide. Watch it with at
least one other person in your family. After viewing, write your review. Then
interview other family members who have seen the show. Include the
opinions of your family members about the show in your review.

CHECKLIST TO COMPLETE THIS ACTIVITY:

Select a show you have never seen before.
❍ Use a TV guide to select a show.
❍ Be sure the rating is appropriate for you before viewing.

Write five paragraphs about the show.
❍ First, describe the show, including the characters and plot of the episode

you viewed.
❍ Second, explain how this show is similar to and different from another

show you’ve seen.
❍ Next, describe a specific part of the show that you liked a lot.
❍ Then, describe a specific part of the show that you did not like and give

suggestions on how the show could be improved.
❍ Finally, interview at least one family member about the show and write

down a quote or two to include in the review.

Get feedback from classmates and post the review online.
❍ Write an eye-catching headline for your TV review.
❍ Share your writing and get feedback from classmates and teacher.
❍ Send your TV review to the Assignment Media Literacy website to share your

review with others around the world.

((((
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Student Name: _____________________________________________________________________

You’ve selected an appropriate TV show or movie.
4 You used a TV guide and the content is appropriate for your age.
2 You did not use a TV guide or and the content is not appropriate for your age.

The review is complete.
4 All five paragraphs are written and they include all the information as listed in the

assignment sheet.
3 Most of the paragraphs are written and they include most of the information as listed

in the assignment sheet.
2 Some of the information from the assignment sheet is included, but much is missing.
1 You didn’t use the assignment sheet in planning your review.

Sentences are well written.
4 The writer uses correct sentence structure with no spelling errors.
3 The writing has some spelling errors.
2 The writer has not edited the document to correct many spelling errors.
1 The writing is hard to understand and confusing to read.

Comments: Grade:
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